ASHOKA Innovators for the Public
FYIAEHRBEETCHEZERIZ /0N RYRT—UTT

UAOQHSY

JHN1N3A



l’l--.-"'"‘—v;"-‘“..__ /il

[ --...!,._u_':‘... i

U &HIC

Fah  IvIViE. BEEFEDDODDRODE%E. BRODETCEZATHIZIE%E
PYR—Kk93

71—~ F+— Youth Venture; OEXD A% 2012 F£hH 5 FHiRe

ZOE. A—ZARYF v —ZREIT Z/\RILBES%Z 19 0fEE. I—AXRYF ¥ 7—
61 HEEHUL CEF Ui,

100%ERANDHTHBZ ENFKHETHZZDRME. BLEDITD TEHELESEED
V=)l EE—BZESI K KEICHBELINDEHTT, ABREETIE, 2014 F 11
BAHh5 2016 F 9 BETICRESNA 13 (—RI—AXRYF v — 2. FEitic
BbLEEI—ZARYFvr 53— 11 1) OFEBHEBNALET,

Y A2 A N

KR B

i
. X

1

=
—_ !

L

-
-

- 4

Ashoka Japan initiated Youth Venture in 2012 to help Japanese youth discover
their inner passions, and think and take action for bringing about authentic social
changes.

Since the inauguration, we have identified and encouraged sixty-one youth-driven
projects from all over Japan. In our nineteen panel sessions in the past, venturers
described their plans and actions in front of a diverse group of audience including
professionals and social activists valuing the voices and actions of young people.
We expect youth venturers to achieve their goals through their own ideas and
efforts. This aspect differentiates our initiative from other forms of youth social
entrepreneurial competitions that tend to evaluate only the visible outcomes of
their projects.

This report covers the thirteen certified Youth Ventures implemented in the period
from November 2014 to September 2015, including two non-region-specific and
eleven Tohoku-based activities.

Youth Venture Programmatic Leader
Hiroaki Yabe




History of YOUTH VENTURE :-a~xv5+-0s9va

2012

Jan.

RI—ZARYF v —HRE
Tohoku Youth Venture started

Jun. 28-29
SMIBZFEEER (BRE) ICTHE 1/ RILEES
1st Presentation Panel in Kesennuma, Miyagi

Aug. 4-5
BERBRY (RRH) ICTE2E/RILEER
2nd Presentation Panel in Tokyo

2013

Jan. 19

EuAYYEY RSBV EREGEYY— GRRE) I
TEILENRILEE - £ 1. 2 HPHERER

3rd Presentation Panel and Midterm Report of
1st and 2nd Youth Venturers in Tokyo

Apr. 20

EuAY Y Ey rTREFEIEREEY Y — ERE)
ICTE4RINRILEBER

4th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Jun.9
HibEUERE (BRE) CTELE/NRILBES
5th Presentation Panel in Sendai, Miyagi

Jul.14

Fah - IvIUAT4 R (EFEHE) KT
EIHRERES

Midterm Report of 3rd Youth Venturers in Tokyo

Aug. 24
BINZFER ERE) ICTEORNRILEER
6th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Sep. 29

BARR—=U Y H—A V71 LRt (FRRE)
ICTE1E - 2H1— ARV F v S —REKBRESRY
BA4PPERES (81 B WE ARE THE CHANGE)
Final Report of 1st and 2nd Youth Venturers and
Midterm Report of 4th Youth Venturers in Tokyo
Oct. 5

EuAY Y Ey VBELERAEY Y — (FRH) KT
£ 7 BRI BER

7th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Dec.15

REHRFARHE UNITY (EER) T
FBENRILEBER

8th Presentation Panel in Kobe, Hyogo

4 3% ASHOKA

2014

Feb. 8

HAR—Y Y H—A V7 )LI\A LSt (ERE) I
TEIENRIILEER. IWPRKRER. 5. 6 HiHMH

K (55 2 B We are the Change)

9th Presentation Panel, Final Report of 3rd Youth

Venturers and Midterm Report of 5th, 6th Youth
Venturers in Tokyo

May 31
DIN—=KI—=TF 42T —hF—X (RRHE) €T
F10E/IRILEES

10th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Jun. 1
EizAU v Ey IRIBVEREEY I — ERE) I
T4 HRKESER. 7 BPERES

Final Report of 4th Youth Venturers and Midterm
Report of 7th Youth Venturers in Tokyo

Jun. 28
MINZFER R ICTHE 1 BARILEESR

11th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Jun. 29
EiAU Y EY IRIBFVEREGEY Y — ERE) I
T 5 HRKEER. SHTEMRES

Final Report of 5th Youth Venturers and Midterm
Report of 8th Youth Venturers in Tokyo

Aug. 23

BAN—U Y H—1 V5 ILNA LkREE GER#) I
THE12@/IRILBER. 6 PRIKHRES. 9 HPER
&% (55 3 [@ We are the Change)

12th Presentation Panel, Final Report of 6th
Youth Venturers and Midterm Report of 9th Youth
Venturers in Tokyo

Oct. 4
$»9T>XKOBE (EER) [CTHE 13O/ (RILEER

13th Presentation Panel in Kobe, Hyogo

2014 - 2015

F 14 ENRRIVEESR

H#E 2014511 A23H

215 B RFHS A / R—Y 3 ViR EY Y — (BHE)
IR U RN EEFHAK Yuta Kanno (NPO 2% v 7).

FHIRETFK Atsuko Tonozuka (BER). ¥AXRERK
Eiju Hangai (E2%%R)

% 15 E/XRIEER. 108, 14 BIFMHER
H#E 201563 22H

215 FATBEELL (BEFR)

JX® YR RIIBRERE Takehiro Oikawa (235).
=R REFNE Nobuaki Sasaki (F23%R)

F16 E/NRILBER. 4~ 9 HRKREES

12 iR ES (5 4 [@ We are the Change)
H#E : 201563 A 28H

218 QAR—Y Y H—A V7)1 LkR et (ERH)

JXR YRk IIBEK Tadashi Kawai (MBR). EHET
[ Hiroko Hamada (/$— k7 —%%). #HEAK Kiyoto
Matsuda (HER)

F17 BNRRILBER. 14 BPEBRES

Hf2: 201546 A20H

25 77477V vY (BHE)

JRR YR b HREEEEK Yosuke Ainai (HFEIEE) .
R RF 2 K Hideyuki Sasaki (f235R).
FEM—K Shinichi Chiba (F%XR)

£ 18 BRI BESR. 15 HHHEES

H#2 : 2015488 22H

215 FAMEELL (BEFR)

JRR YR IR K Yuuki Kawahara (235).
{EBEERIK Hiroshi Sato (FB¥XR)

$F 19 E/SRILEBESR. 10. 12, 13 HIBRBES

15. 16 HiEERES (8 5 [El We are the Change)
Hi2 : 201598 26 H

215 BAR—Y Y H—a V7)1 LixKEt (FEREH)
KR Y RN HAERK Kan Suzuki (HBR). EHEFK

Hiroko Hamada (/{—k F>—1t%). Eix#FERK Noriyoshi
Minowa (&% CSR)

14th Presentation Panel
in Sendai, Miyagi

15th Presentation Panel
and Midterm Report
of 10th, 14th Youth
Venturers in Kamaishi,
Iwate

16th Presentation Panel,
Final Report of 4th-9th
Youth Venturers and
Midterm Report of 12th
Youth Venturers in Tokyo

17th Presentation Panel
and Midterm Report of
14th Youth Venturers in
Sendai, Miyagi

18th Presentation Panel
and Midterm Report of
15th Youth Venturers in
Kamaishi, lwate

19th Presentation Panel,
Final Report of 10th, 12th,
13th Youth Venturers and
Midterm Report of 15th,
16th Youth Venturers in
Tokyo
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Kazuki Abe

R =R 2 &
Shizugawa High
School

HEZ ERMBDOMILD I
For both college and career preparations

DB SER/NERIGEFREFERZT. TUBRBNAA Y OERTYT, KEOBEHREEL<. BADICK
ERRBNCEDSEREDF OAZEDAA—JEHED I HDEFHA, ToEMBLTWND, SRDIE
R, EWSHDEND, UM U, DIKRZEER > TEUREDRISEHLD TR E. FABARXA—IDE
DFEUfo BRICCFULTEDDPDIEWCEZ UL TWBIRBEEND TUTco ZOR DT> fc DA X —
IEMOEREICEF >THSWcWEEZIE U,

ZFIT. KPELEREDKREERBE U, FELE Uz, XTI NEERECAIMER LI EEZRU
FOERLTES ST ENTEX U,

AICHBTHE VWAL »RVLDON? EZZEHDIERIF? & L <KEINETH. EFIERZEFRKICU
Wbl TlEh b EA, BEOE TCEENEKRICUMNEDS TENTERVWERFELZHWE T, FARERE
IEZEFDZEAXAEDLRTCEE U, RN SERIESKIENS EFMDTVWBERE, EFEIFES L
S5V ST D ZERE. FABREFICKZOBEREIRHEL. EROBREEZDULTHEFSNEZSW
WaERB->TWET,

FDMTIE > TVWERREVEERIFIZFADNIRES>NF T, INHSDEEP. ROBRADBREANE
EREBWVWET, INHSEE. FAFKFEAMIT. EFEKRE ER BBETERER, LT3
[CHWTWEZWEB->TWEY,
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Keiko Kakiki

RABHAF 2 F

Tohoku Fukushi
University

HEIC "W5XA5) %
To Bring “Yuenchi / Amusement Park” to Their Everyday Life

1 EMOE. BZERICHZABEOBEDORS VT« FICBMU R U, BEEYNERGRE, ADE
FEHEOFLCH>IERETUZ, UNULZDHEFE, NS LETORBICLABORENRED U, 2B
DR, FEHINBRICWERCENTEZ ZELIT TGRS, FEHBNSHMDAE THIFEDADH
2LWD5, BEENGELDONG THBEEZADKEICRENTEDZLSBBHRINLERRDETHD &
[CEMDEFE U,

THp>ZAE WS TENDOLSHIEWNERTS - BAREDEFE -/ - FHEICTES) 2V E7
MCUEBFRTARY N ZRABELTWET, COERNICEREDLESTIAAT, NSIRFELERF >V
N3Th,. FEH, BRE. RZPEDHRABRRDE>HNFP, YINSAHZBL TEENBSDODERI A
DZE - FRB/BICBSTERD I EEEZZZ->NMNFEDICRNIEEEZ TWET,

THEIBEIAPEEIAICB > EERFICBREIMIZULIEICE>TULES DN, BEFETCTEBERD
TLESOM, EERMITELCTVWET, BRVBBESAICBTERDOMAE., BRDFIDMAH. WA DERE
BARADRORFECHRERZ Z2AEAEMIBICHET L EEITVWET, RERBIAATITDONSF
BTARYRNDEBFEWREHTHR>TVWET,

The curriculum of Shizugawa High
School where | attend doesn't stress
college preparation but focuses
more on career training. We don’t
usually hear much about college
education in general at school, and
because of the lack of interaction
with college students, high school
students in our town don’t have a
good impression on those with the
higher education. For example,
young people here easily associate
college students with someone who
spends an unreasonable amount of
time on studying and assume that
college life would be boring and not
so much different from that of high
school students. However, through
the close contact and interaction with
college students, such a negative
image that | had had completely
changed. The young educated

6 ¥ ASHOKA

people | saw looked truly enjoying
what they were passionate about.
That experience made me want
my peer high school students to
have a similarly positive image
on college students and their life.
To achieve it, | conceived and created
a space for college and high school
students to get interaction with each
other, through which | could see that
my schoolmates gain similarly positive
impression on college students.
Some people ask me “What's wrong
with career training?” “Why are you
advocating college educations?” |
didn’t necessarily intend to convert
Shizugawa high school to an
institution that stresses college
preparation instead of career
training. A large number of local
youth can’t move forward after their
graduation from high school. | have

witnessed such students having
given up seeking for further schooling
opportunities. Some of them have
never thought about post-graduate
options besides immediately getting
a job. Some don’t know what to
do despise their steady interest in
college education. | would like to offer
appropriate information on college
to such young locals and as many
post-graduate options as possible.
The events and activities | have
organized so far are only the
beginning. | believe that more
important is to figure out a way to
pass the torch to next generations
to come. To transform my beloved
Shizugawa to a school capable of
offering both college preparation
and career readiness — that will
continue to be my lifework for sure!

Last summer, | participated
in the volunteer activity in
Minamisanriku. We worked on
improving the condition of a park
located near the center of the
town where commercial facilities
and an elementary school were
situated. Only in half a year,
however, the town decided to
take the park away due to the
ground elevation work. The loss
of the park made me realize
how valuable the space was for
the residents there. It was not
only a playground for children
but also worked as a place for
locals of all generations to enjoy
mutual communication, allowing
them to have some casual

conversations even without
knowing the names of each other.
To create opportunities for locals
to get together, | organized
“Yuenchi (playland in Japanese),”
the events for kids and their
parents to play 1) even in a small
indoor space, 2) using ordinary
tools that every household should
usually have, and 3) without
complicated preparations. | hope
this event helps locals belonging
to different generations learn
from and think of the standing
point of each. For example, high
school and college students will
be able to learn from children and
their young mothers about what
is like to be a parent and how

their own mothers raised them.
| hope that youth’ interaction with
mothers with small children will
help solve other social issues.
One is the isolation from society
that women feel when they
become housewives or mothers
of small children. The other is
the mental and physical burden
that these women perceive
when raising their children. We
believe that the preservation
or creation of a community-
based support system for these
women is a key to solve the
problems. We currently offer
assistance to local events for
young parents with small kids.
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Riku Hashimoto

ARERER 2 F
Ofunato Higashi
High School

BiirSh3id3omzeiunwicw Bystander 7AY TV ~
“Bystander” Project - To Save the Lives of Those Who Can be Saved

FAD Bystander 7OV 7 Tl BIF 53 ET0o@mEHNcWEWS IVvET IS, —HER
BT OBERFLEE L, HBOARY NTOREETHZ L TWET, COFEFERDLESDIFIR. BS
HENREZAFETEL LIERENS T U, 2N DHEETANLREKIC. D DMEREEREREMEL £
U@z T EFTEFRRATU . D E > ERBKKOVWTHERNENTIT> THIF S8 o 2
MEULNEW, Z5ERDZEHOTWELLD, B ULTHZEREZHDITE LR, TBDOATEITSNS
T DHmER N W, & WS Bystander 7OV 1Y hDRRTY,

Bystander & (&, MABRBICESEDLERLADI & T, Bystander NEVIRIGRFYZ I nIE. Bind
WIERBRICEZ D EVWST—IDNHBDET, FEITDICHLD. JAVBHTTERRAY TS —%28TT
BZNPOEAA—ITIYRAYIDTI—DALDHAE WL E, BRAFHDREEFLPARY LT
DORERGIREICDVWT, THEEWZLZWTWET,

ZO7OYV 7 hDEZ TR, HEDEZRICLERA. DEIAEREHDETH, FEALEIEEE
BDOZ—XRILEDLETAHABRZRELEF T, BRIV FRINZMXTIHEFREOF Y, KIEARICIEEH
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Yuki Terasaki

AR 1E
Kamaishi High School

FAD T:R,
My “Home

“UREREREMFEV W, 7

FOTAYV I NIV EDDEVWHISEBED X U,

EBRNS4E, EAEAATATHSEREXMEVNWSSENR->TETVWET, UL, WELEKSH
TIRHRBEBICHABREATNEZDTY,

ER, MERFEEZBIFEATIEYPLEIREET, TALBHR, AFVOEDDREERTEE U, TRA
THIBRIRBREEER (WR) EFERVDIESE S, REICEWTHE U, BEXIEYLDFITEZEHD
TUTco "BABBEHCWEEZBIRBATHERBEVWL P Ao AEBEDRBEEEZR (WR) EERT &
NTETWEN-ZDTT,

cIEH ZDFEEERL Ueh o Tze FAFEZF U,

COFEBBELRIRRE—DSIED EFZ LT, BEZRF > THESWVRREEZR (WR) &R e
TEDZDTIHBWVD, FAlF. EMOBRETARBEN T THIIGICT K BEN N DEXY, 7—hEEL
T, ZOBEZRBEZEICE >TILSEBWVWE Ul REMFEDEIHIRICE > TVWET, EAEAR

DESfEZTORHMWERE T,
TWEY,

MOXETERCTIELLWEWSBUNS, NEERITOEBLEREL

—BOXKIFMELRBNWT E, INDSBRABIEIILLFYLYIULABNE, —ATHE L O@MHEIM
B> THEHLTVELLWERWET,

I work for eliminating the death
cases of those who can be
saved through offering trainings
on emergency treatment and
rescue activities to people of all
generations. | started the project
motivated by the death of one of
my family members. | provided
cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) to her hit by acute cardiac
infarction, but she eventually
passed away. If | could bring her
to a hospital, she would have been
still alive... | blamed myself then,
but found a goal after a while.
That was to save the lives of those
who could be save through my
action. That was the moment when

8 ¥ ASHOKA

| started my Bystander Project.
We call those who witness an
emergency situation a “bystander.”
If the bystander receives the
appropriate emergency training,
a disproportionally larger
number of lives can be saved,
which has been all proven
by solid data and analysis.
My activity is made possible
by the assistance of NPO All-
round Helicopter that operates a
medical helicopter in the city of
Kesennuma. With their support,
we’ve created workshops to
help educate the people of
Kesennuma on first aid treatment
in response to emergency events.

My project provides flexibility in
terms of the different kinds of
training needed by the community.
Examples include the treatment
for hypothermia that people in
coastal regions may encounter in
the case of tsunami or even an
emergency response when rice
cake sticks in someone’s throat.
We also offer a workshop for
elementary school kids, through
which we want the small children
to understand the value of a life.
| believe that the biggest failure
would be failing to take any specific
action in emergency situations. |
will continue working on the project
to save as many lives as possible.

DEENTUREREE, —EP> THH5—ERENICP > TWIBBDERBRBALSS EEZTKIC,

NTRYyRPZ—=RE EBRWK U, 22Ty 2ANYI XY MBDZITAI LI MDKRE DT,
REBEEICHED YT RY b, SBICESNBVAICHE->TESTHE5B8E. ZZDRIXEEDA

rRiIFTIREL, BE<HENTWBARLBICHZEARZR ST, FADKHICEMLTHS5>TVWET,

I live in temporary housing, but want
to call it “my home.” The statement
is the foundation of my project.
Four years passed after the
earthquake. On newspaper or
on TV, we don’t hear much the
word hisaichi or “disaster-affected
regions” as frequently as we used
to before. Still, a large number of
people live in temporary housing.
I have also lived in temporary
housing since the year of 2011, but
found that nobody called them their
“‘homes.” “Why can’t you take it as
your ‘home’?” | gave the question to
my friends, but everyone answered
by saying, “I can’t call such as
a small boxy place ‘my home.”
Simple replies, but all sounded

reasonable and unsurprising to me.
| was not the exception, indeed.
| realized that | was also having
hard time calling it “my home.”
I wanted to eliminate the
complicated attitude of temporary
housing residents including me
toward their “homes,” which
eventually led to my current project.
My school experience in working
on art projects gave me a hint. The
more time and energy | put on an
artwork, the more attachment | feel
for it. Engaging in the improvement
of the impersonal and unlively
temporary housing community
might help the residents grow
affection to it. That should be
through art, | thought. Temporary

housing is not meant for permanent
use, and its external walls are
usually made of iron plates. | was
looking for replaceable and reusable
media for my project, and magnet
art came to my mind at the end.
This is the start of my “Kamaishi
Magnet Decoration Project.”
Distance doesn’t matter in this
project. You don’t even need to be
the residents there. Even if you
can’t come to the actual project
site, you can still participate in the
movement through sending us
their own decorated magnets. All
what you need for my project is the
love for Kamaishi, my hometown.

¥ ASHOKA 9
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Ami Miura
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Nihon University

“ELW ZEDEITFS

To Create Moments of “Fun”

FERIGFAT. FERALBE, FEREHEITV W]

ZORWZEDN, P A=ILT LAV ITRIBDOEEZHRD LS ERB->LEHTY,

O—IL7LA VISR E IR, RILBDEE%R, E5NTL BERITH> TTF—LARETKS, AR
DOFULWERX IOV LD ETT . SMBIF FEH " REEHEEN.FEFICEINTVWEZEHULBERRY
NERU, RERELOHSEBIRMENADLWVWET, LEHELLIFT TR, RABRI Y MEELTES
St eBEAVN—HAELTIBOEEICESWTHEBEZL TELE, AVYIFILODRAN—)—%
AT, TU9TVERFREF, ZUTCIZ VY aVERBITEBRDOERBEZROTESVWEANS, KIBDE
EPXticinSng, B&o>&EZE Do, ETCHEEAWVWAYVZAKRBKR>TWET,

RERRAABPICEELTED, 201568822823 HIC2EBERZO—-IL L1V I&l
BEREEBLE U, ABHELWVWTIN, AYN—EELAEWEZLTWBRA—FTELWI! ||

AVNR=—DEFEALENEZDOHTABERN. BERIBATEETLTVWET, ZOFHEEBEL THA
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Makoto Onodera

SULB=AR 2
Kesennuma
High School

HAVHYPDERI, GUTS FES !
Work Gatsu-gatsu for GUTS FES!

FfcB GUTS FOR YOUI( Ay « 74—+ 1—) BRILBOEREZERE L TEBRINLEFTRAN
VRNEEEERKRTY, Bl SDEEICIEEESEREZLTFULWEEZEZITWET, AEDDRR
NOWRKYIBRCEEZRLIEONEXUE. BCRBIEHICE >THERBEEINOTEBVWTLLS
Mo TTARZENLIEVWL EVWSBSOFEPTIFEZMAICTEHEIT. BDDOAZESAATRICH
ZAID EIF3ICiE. ETEPDORBERFE. TNZEACEHIFREL TV, BEBXRET S I EHKRTIZD
TY, ZFITIEBEFBEEHICINREFMEVWERISEEUER U, BREBFRBI v VILHHD, BREE
BICTENLU TWK BEZEC 2L, BEEZETHILIZECREZOHDTHN, BEEZTELTES
REBEUTIEULWEEZTWET, COLSBRBEROERALITEEZSIBOEEZIEILHET DALIC
SEELBREREBITTOW ZEZEEICLTVWAEKTY,

F201TE38 11 HOBRICK D KRERBEA S LKIBOMICEEDKBEER. NT—HFE
EBROF NI TEBSIELVD. RABI Vv VILDOBEPENDZ —T 1« ANDFRICHN, TOARY
NEBLTHER—35E2BAHITHFLEICH>TIEVLWERW, CORBEDOREICEDE Ufce AVAHYP®

RETHBEB->TVET,

INDSBIHUWREZSEERAH. BATED UL ZRDICEEITTOWELWNWTT,

If I need to work, | want to do what
I love to do.

If | need to work, | want to do it
with whom [ love to work with.

If | need to work, | want to work at
where | love to be.

My project “Roleplaying
Kesennuma” indeed fulfills all
these desires of mine!
Roleplaying Kesennuma is like
a scavenger hunt, but it's a new
form of local tourism. In the event,
participants will walk around the
town of Kesennuma in a role-
playing fictional mindset. The
program offers excitement and
surprise to every participant,
and the completion of the task
will leave them a feeling of

10 9 ASHOKA

accomplishment.

While solving the problems given
during the event, participants
whom we call “messengers”
will have to find fun spots and
missions hidden all around the
town, and will finally reach the
goal. The “messengers” can’t
finish all the assignments by
randomly roaming around. They
need to pay attention to the hints
that we strategically leave at every
corner of the city. It always takes
a lot of energy and time for us
to locate these hints, but that’s
what we enjoy and are passionate
about.

We organized our latest event on
August 22nd and 23rd of 2015,

during the summer vacation for
many people. The actual events
were, of course, enjoyable, but |
always find the discussion and the
process of developing the program
with the team members the most
fun moment.

Many of our members now live far
away from Kesennuma seeking
for college or career. The event
gave them a reason to return to
the town and share its assets to
people outside the community,
which | believe would be one of
the biggest social benefits that
the program can offer. | would like
to expand the influence of “fun”
by involving more people into the
program!

&I,

Our team, Guts For Youl!l, all
consists of high school students
in Kesennuma. We offer
young people in our town the
opportunities to develop skills to
express themselves through our
music events.

The 2011 earthquake has
reminded us of the importance
of human relationship and self-
expression. These elements play
significant roles in the case of an
emergency, but self-expression,
or more exactly, telling someone
about your passion is crucial
whenever you want to put your
ideas into practice. It can create
a network in which others with
similar interests can connect and

GUTS FOR YOU!! —[A

forge a sense of a community.
That’s why we find self-
expression so important and have
set it as the goal of our project.
To accomplish it, we’ve found that
music shows a great form of self-
expression. A lot of young people
today are already accustomed to
music, as it is part of their daily
lives. Music is diverse. Music
can change and evolve overtime.
People can express themselves
through the different tastes
with all of their five senses. We
work for maximizing the impact
of music on young people in
Kesennuma through offering a
variety of music events.

Through music, we would like to

empower Kesennuma’s youth
who have gone through the
painful tragedies of the 2011
earthquake and revitalize the
positive energy back to them.
We believe that our mission will
be fulfilled through exposing
them to the diversity of music
and introducing inspiring artists
to them. Our initial motivation
is again for young people
in Kesennuma to use this
opportunity to find their solid first
step for active and constructive
life. We will continue working on
our project in the spirit of “gatsu-
gatsu / working proactively and
tirelessly”!

¥ ASHOKA 11
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Kumiko Yokoyama
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Ritsumeikan University

#EllZ1TEIN

From Lesson to Action

AL, BRBABRKEXLDS 20 FEDOSHEE. WORIZNDOMNSBWERKBICHZ T, BXREXE
SETEIDBEI>EFARERLUTHESCEZBIEVTEHLTVWEY, Z0—FHBELTHFERT 7 v
YavEOEWAY v LBRKEEESS EREEBEL TVWET,

hE. MREINHEBELE TEXDFICETINT Lo METHE>LFEDRBR. IFHEERTE
KIEDWTRW, BFE 1R 17HICREEBEZLET., 20 FEDSFEDL. BANBAZBABICHD.
LURFRE v A S TeRA e B FIRA L B2 2 EE. 20 FBDVEDDRERBRYID THZ—H. D 20
FHEBETCLUE S, BICRUEDIMELTUESOTRBVWAEREUE U .
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This year commemorates the
20th anniversary of Hanshin Awaji
Great Earthquake. Our goal is
to familiarize general public with
disaster prevention activities. As
the first step for achieving it, we
are now designing a stylish “rescue
whistle” inspired by our proud
Kobe fashion.

| was born and raised in Kobe
in the year of the Hanshin
earthquake. Throughout the twelve
years of education, children raised
in the city intensively learn about
the natural disaster. Every year on
January 17th, we commemorate
the disaster victims by taking a
moment of silence. When | finally
turned to the age of 20, it was
definitely an important chapter in
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my life but it meant more than that.
I'm afraid that people’s memory
and recognition of the disaster
would eventually be faded out and
forgotten since the earthquake
happened so long ago. To
remember and acknowledge the
tragedy in Kobe, | visited Disaster-
preparedness Future Center and
Kita-Awaji Memorial Park with my
friends. The facilities were full of
information about the earthquake’s
damage in the Kansai Region
and the valuable lessons the
people learned from both the
1999 earthquake in Kobe and the
2011 disaster in Tohoku. Facility
staff also introduced us critical
measures to minimize the impact
of the disaster. Sadly, however,

we found that valuable lessons
that we have gained through the
two earthquakes haven’t been
materialized. Some questions
continue to linger in our project.
Such as, “How can we minimize
the damage? How can | raise the
recognition of the importance of
disaster prevention?” All these
questions led to my current project.
We’ve gained the permission from
our university and finalized the
design of the whistle. Our next step
will shift to actual manufacturing
of the product and advertisement
campaigns for it. We will keep
working on to minimize the impacts
of unpredictable disasters in the
future!

Miyako, my hometown, has
been losing its liveliness after
the earthquake, but | still love
the town | grew up in. However,
lots of high school students in
the town say, “Miyako is boring,”
“The town has nothing,” and “I
want to leave the town as soon
as possible.” “Why? Miyako is
such a nice place!” | wanted
other young people to know more

about the different aspects on
what makes my town so great.
To change the negative mindset
of local youth, we started a high-
school-student organization SYM
this April. Since its establishment,
we have volunteered for and run
a booth at some existing com-
munity events. Our goals are to
create events that all genera-
tions can enjoy and to accom-

plish it only with the power of
our youth as much as possible.
| believe that our activity will give
opportunities for Miyako’s youth
to recognize the strengths of our
town, which | hope will lead to
young people’s return to the re-
gion and to the prevention of the
decline of our community. | will
keep working on energizing the
town and inspiring local youth!!
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After entering college, |
experienced the death of a person
close to me. | thought back to
my life then and pondered what |
was passionate about. Mitigating
the impact of population decline,
mutual understanding between
women and men, and creation of
a sustainable society.... | spent
lots of energy and time on actions
| could take as a college student
and realized that declining
birthrate was one of the major
social problems | had wanted to
address.

College students talk and
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hear a lot about post-graduate
careers, but don’t get enough
explanation about marriage. |
created “ARIRIN * Café” to offer
college students the opportunities
to communicate with parents
who are currently raising or have
raised children. Our program
allows these college peers to
gain appropriate information
about, to change their negative
images on, and to openly discuss
about marriage, child-raising, and
sex in general.

We organize a monthly café
space in Sendai. Twenty-two

people in total have already
participated in either of our
events. We cover various
themes in our discussion such
as career building, male-female
relationships, and childcare.
After each event, every single
participant says that they are
completely satisfied and are
more willing to come to future
events. With the preparation of
our fifth event, we will continue
making our best efforts to offer
more inspiring and meaningful
experience to all the participants!

BEVEBEERZHELT,
Telling the Stories of the Tohoku Earthquake through Music and Picture Books
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| grew up in Kamaishi. | was in
the town when the earthquake
hit Tohoku, only two days before
the graduation ceremony of my
Jr. high school. My family moved
to Kyushu soon after, but | had
no chance to share my disaster
experience to the people whom |
had met there. | thought nobody
could understand my pain.

Three years after the earthquake,
| participated in an event where
| could interact with students
from Tohoku. The encounter
with the young people eventually
changed my perception of the
earthquake and made me want

to do something for disaster
prevention. “I don’t want to see
the tragedies occurred to my
friends in Kamaishi happen to
those whom | met in Kyushu”
- the determination is the true
motivation for my current project.
| mainly organize the following
two programs. One is the concert
in which the audience learns
about the importance of loving
each other. In the event, | talk
about true disaster stories and
describe the detail of my project
along with music performed by
guest musicians. The other is the
development and distribution of

WRAEREFEPREMESTE D I LITEL D BEWERAN TBXBFICEK

BEVPIRAZBRL TEXZAM>TH552LZBNELTVET,

picture books that also describe
the stories of the Tohoku
earthquake and educate the
readers the necessity for disaster
preparedness.

| believe that music and
pictures will help people of all
generations, including those who
are not necessarily interested in
disaster-related topics, find the
need for getting to know about
the earthquake in Tohoku and
for taking specific actions in
preparation for next unpredictable
disasters.
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Two years after the earthquake,
| visited Tohoku for the first time.
My understanding of the disaster
grew by hearing directly from the
survivors as well as by my own
research on Tohoku issues.

“How can | contribute to the
region?” | repeated the question
in my mind and went back to
what | truly liked about - love for
eating and for having fun with
my beloved ones at safe and
confortable places. The self-
discovery motivated me to create
opportunities and spaces for
everyone to feel safe and happy
through food and to learn about
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disaster prevention while enjoying
the spaces.

My project offers the following
three major programs:

1) Study tour in which participants
visit Tohoku and learn about
the progress of recovery and
the features that make Tohoku
attractive.

2) Cooking workshops in which
participants of all generations
learn about Tohoku’s local cuisine
and about original dishes that
can be prepared even in an
emergency situation.

3) Sports events and workshops
through which participants learn

about the importance of disaster
prevention.

| end every workshop by asking
participants to share what they
have learned with their families
and friends, which | hope will
help expand the impact of our
program. Through these activities,
| found that food has a power to
naturally initiate conversations
even on hard topics like disaster
prevention. | will continue our
project hoping to minimize the
impact of next unpredictable
disasters.

"Smile with Children (g FE 75D TH
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When | was five years old, our
family moved from Yokohama to
Okinawa because of my father’s
business. It took a while for me to
get used to the new environment
very different from my own in the
mainland.

When | was a college sophomore,
| met a child who also evacuated
to Okinawa due to the Great
East Japan Earthquake. “It is
not easy to make friends here
in Okinawa...” The child was
also struggling with fitting in the
community there, but | couldn’t
offer any advice to the child and

the experience made me feel
like | was useless. However, the
child came to the event that |
organized and asked me if he
could bring his classmate. | was
amazed to see what the child
could accomplish throughout the
event, which | was not able to
when | first came to the island.
The encounter with him led
me and my friends to start the
project, “Smile with Children.”

In our last event, we rented an
art studio and put blank white
paper onto its walls and floors so
that participating children could

freely draw large-scale pictures.
After the event, a parent of a
participant said to us, “My child
kept talking about the picture until
she (he) finally fell asleep.” We
would like to continue this kind of
event through which everybody
including us implementers can
have a memorable experience.

A friend of mine told me one
day, “’Smile with Children’ is
really expanding the endless
possibilities to what a child can
do.” We will continue working on
fulfilling our goal, “Together we
will make every child smile!”
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Empathy is the key.
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In traditional Japanese
education, teachers unilaterally
offer instructions to students.
Depending on the quality of the
teacher, the in-class learning for
a student can become interesting
or boring. Passing on exams
rather than actually learning
at a deeper scale — this only
motivates students to study hard.
One may say, “How can learning
be entertaining and enjoyable?
Or how can our current school
system become open to all who
want to learn?” | believe that
learning itself should be able to

18 ¥ ASHOKA

bring joy to learners and be an
active process.

This led me to conceive my
project, “High School Student
Classroom.” In the project,
high school students instead
of adult teachers give lectures
using existing public school
facilities. After the lectures, all the
participating students reflect on
the contents, share their opinions,
and deepen their learning. In the
system, no social distance exists
between teachers and students,
and everyone can share the joy
of learning and thinking.

Besides lectures for actual school
subjects, the project will offer
participants the opportunities to
think about education in general
through discussing wider themes
such as “What can be done to
create more enjoyable classroom
lectures?” or “Why are we
learning?”

Creating a society where high
school students can actively learn
throughout their lives — this is the
goal of my project.

ULazemMTER Ul
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It was a life-changing experience
for me to spend time in the
Evergreen State College in
Olympia, WA for one year as
an exchange student. Olympia
was a town which had a unique
culture originated in Hippie era.
Many people who lived there
pursued what they want to do
and they accepted each other’s
lifestyle. As | had an interest in

child character development, |
mainly learned social justice and
the way to build a community
with a harmony of cultural
diversity. Through taking a class,
| understood that it is crucial to
deeply know about yourself and
about your social position when
you make a close relationship
with others. Furthermore,
empathy is essential when

you truly understand other’s
feeling. Visiting to Roots of
Empathy classroom was a
great opportunity to confirm my
learning and see my own eyes
the effect of empathy education.
Using the experiences in the U.S.,
I'd like to keep thinking and acting
toward the way to start empathy
education to Japanese children.
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We organized our first YV Sendai on
December 23rd, 2014. Since then,
we have already implemented four
YV events including our last gathering
in October 2015. The goal of our
program is to help young people
take their first steps in achieving
whatever they are passionate about.
Participants to our program get
inspirations from peers sharing same
interests or those who have already
taken some action before. Through
the series of communications with
peers, we believe that participants can
successfully eliminate their mental
limitations they impose on themselves.
Everyone is welcome in our event,
but it's particularly important to us that
our participants leave every event
with as many takeaways as possible.
This principle of ours is represented
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in our third “Single Living Workshop”
in Sendai and the 2015 Yamagata
Summer Camp.

Most participants to our recent events
have ever come to either one of our
previous programs, which indicates
that our community in Sendai has
already become a safe, confortable,
and inspiring place for many young
people there.

Our next challenge is to make the
program more open and accessible
to all those who are interested in
networking and taking some sort of
social action, which we will overcome
by trying out different outreach
methods.

Our last summer camp in 2015 has
already brought about a significant
impact on youth in Yamagata, and
the gathering is now growing as a

new community of motivated young
people. This movement proves that
opportunities for inter-school and
inter-regional communications and
networking can effectively create
infinite influence on once-closed
neighboring communities.

We will organize our next Yamagata
event within the year of 2015, which
leads to the “official” launch of YV
Yamagata that we hope will further
empower the young people in the
region.

To create a safe space where
everyone can share her/his passion
without fears -

We are sure that our initiative will
continue to inspire and change our
neighboring communities including the
one in Yamagata and ultimately the
entire Tohoku region.

How is the world different
because are here?

BTN B LT, MR ESEDBZESS ?
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On this blog you can find our venturers' activities and hear their voices in
real time.

http:/ashoka-japan.org/youth/
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