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About Us

When I look at Youth Venturers they are very lively.
How are they different in this society where issues such as low self-esteem,
uninterestedness, and spiritless of young people are being concerned?

I believe one of the elements is their determination.

They have strong determination.

It 1s of course not rare to get criticized when one does something new.
However, they have the determination and passion to overcome such criticism.
Moreover, they know the pleasure and joy to make change happen.

This booklet will introduce these young people who think and act lively.
There will be Youth Venturers selected from February 2014 to September
2014, including five Youth Venturers and 10 Tohoku Youth Venturers who
focus their activities on Tohoku.

Youth Venture Programmatic Leader
Hiroaki Yabe



History of YOUTH VENTURE
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2012

Jan.
RIEI—ZARVF v —FKE
Tohoku Youth Venture started

Jun. 28-29
SUBLZFEEER (BHE) ICTE 1 B/IRILVEES

1st Presentation Panel in Kesennuma, Miyagi

Aug. 4-5
BREEBART (FR#) CTE2R/RILEER
2nd Presentation Panel in Tokyo

2013

Jan. 19

ENA YUY EY VRSBV EREEY Y — (ﬁfr\%ﬁ)
ICTHE 3 E/CKRILEE - 51, 2 PPEHRE

3rd Presentation Panel and Midterm Report of
1st and 2nd Youth Ventures

Apr. 20

EiIAYYEYIRZEVEREEY Y — ERE)
[CTEE 4 BRI EES

4th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Jun.9
HibfEuRE (EHE) ICTE 5 O/IRILEER
5th Presentation Panel in Sendai, Miyagi

Jul.14

Foah - IvIVAT4 X (ERH) T
FIPPEERES

Midterm Report of 3rd Youth Ventures

Aug. 24
@INZFER (RRE) ICTHEOE/IRILEER

6th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Sep. 29

AARR—Y Y H—o V5 )LINA LiEH Bt (RRH)
ICTETH - 2B — ANV F v S —HEREERRD
F4BPEEES (5106 WE ARE THE CHANGE)

Final Report of 1st and 2nd Youth Venturers
and Midterm Report of 4th Youth Venturers in
Tokyo

Oct. 5

EizAU v Ey IBEDEREEY S — (RR#) 1T
F7EIRIL BES

7th Presentation Panel in Tokyo

Dec.15

KREPHRAFBMEZR UNITY (REE) T
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8th Presentation Panel in Kobe, Hyogo
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B 3HRRBESR, F5H. F6HPMHES 5 9E/RIEES (528 We Are The Change)

H#2 :201442H 8H
215 BEAR—U Y H—A V7 LI\A LER S (RRH)

JX% Y Rk 78)IIFHTE Kohei Nishikawa (FFEIAZ). HAE Al Aonuma ((EREER -
1% CSR #8) . BHARF Tomoko |keda (122 CSR #8). 178 = Ryuji Nakatake (H
RZTE=Ty hR—IBRI—FVITFT1LI5—

£ 10 E/IRILBEES

Hi2 : 201458 31 H

2BV IIN— b I—=T T4 VT IR— K F—X (RZE#)

IRRY RN EI-h—%—Bill Carter (7> a3hLElKR5y7-77) HtgEEH).
E1RIRAF Hisashi Sonehara (#t&#2#5). MHEF Kenji Hayashi (#t&IEZER)

F4HRREBER. B7 HPHBES
Hi2: 201456 B 1H
25 BHiIA Y YEY VERBEVEREGEY Y — (RRE)

#£11 ERILEER

A2 : 201446 B 28 H

215 @)IZZEBR GERER)

AR U Z b BREIE Hiroshi lijima (fESE%R). FEF Ai Aonuma ((ERHCEXK -
% CSR BY). RBT#E Aya Saishoji (PEEEBRERE)
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Hi2 1201446 B 29H
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2nd We are the Change in Tokyo:
Final Report of 3rd Youth Venturers,
Midterm Report of 5th and 6th
Youth Venturers, and 9th Panel
Presentation in Tokyo.

10th Panel Presentation in Tokyo

Final Report of 4th Youth Venturers,
Midterm Report of 7th Youth
Venturers in Tokyo

11th Panel Presentation in Tokyo

Final Report of the 5th Youth
Venturers and Midterm Report of
the 8th Youth Venturers in Tokyo

£ 6 HRKEER. FIHPHEBESR. 8B 12E/(RILBEER (5 3 [E We are the Change)

H#E : 201458 A 23 H
215 BAR=Y VY H—a V7 I)LI\A Ltk Ett GERAD)
JXRY RN ¢ EJRBF Yuko Uehara (SIMEEYF V7 RKFE¥EAE), BEERRS Koji

Kagoshima (B&). FH % 88H Asahi Son Katada (#H%¥ - S%5K). B8
Akira Hayakawa (1—Z &P > I R—2)

£ 13 E/IRILEESR
Hf2: 20144 108 4H
245 %9 T>RKOBE (ZEE)

JXRY RN FHEEF Rieko Ueda (RSN —R v K), #8)IFHF Kohei
Nishikawa (BEAZ). HAHZET Yumiko Nunotani (#z{&4 NOTICE)

3rd We are the Change: Final Report
of 6th Youth Venturers, Midterm
Report of 9th Youth Venturers, and
12th Panel Presentation.

13th Panel Presentation in Hyogo
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YOUTH VENTURERS

A—ARYF v 7—HN

FOWHELI—ZARYF v T —
T & 19

Akane Shimojo

R EERUREER
Futamatagawa Nurse’s High School

HRTOEDEF. BREITDIEEDLKD
Making Picture Books One of A Kind
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Kosei Hirota

BREKRFE2E
Kansai University
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Creating a Trigger and Connections for Student Involvement in Tohoku
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Our Picture Book Workshop
started with my personal wish
that there were more people
who love books just like | do.
In this workshop, participants are
handed a half-blank picture book
and asked to draw their own story
to complete the book, in doing so
making their own picture book, a
one of a kind in the whole world. |
hold this workshop once a month
at community centers and after-
school classes. In March 2014,

6 ¥ ASHOKA

thanks to crowdfunding support,
100 children in Fukushima, Mi-
yagi, and lwate prefecture made
their own picture books. Currently
| am working to expand the work-
shop to suburban areas as well.
Books are extremely impor-
tant tools for children, helping
them discovering fresh ideas,
new approaches, and ways of
thinking. Moreover, telling oth-
ers one’s thoughts and feeling
strengthens their relationship

with others. | hope my work-
shops will have these kinds of
positive impacts on participants.
I am not trying to change the
world with what | do. After all,
| do not know whether my ac-
tions have a good or bad influ-
ence on the people around me,
but they certainly are affecting
and changing them. However,
I will not stop or give up, be-
cause this is the way that | live.

My plan is to connect students
involved in Tohoku volunteer work
through a network organization
called Tohoku “RE” Days. Due to
the fact that three and half years
have passed since 3.11, less and
less students remain involved in
Tohoku, the volunteer network is
getting smaller, and the original col-
lege students who coordinated and
mobilized the volunteer movement
have graduated. However, | want
to increase the number of people
who can get involved in the Tohoku
| know and love through a sustain-
able model of involvement. There-

fore, | decided to create a network
where student organizations share
their activities and concerns to
motivate, collaborate, and support
each others’ volunteer activities.
We hold an annual event where
organizations from all over Japan
come together as well as regional
events once in three months in
Kanto, Kansai, and Central area.
In the annual event, participants
not only have a dialogue session,
but also formulate plans of action
through discussion panels with
guests who bring a critical, in-depth
perspective on Tohoku reconstruc-

tion. At regional events, we focus
on discussion among organizations
to share their progress and issues.
By continuing these events through
a sustainable model, we wish to ex-
pand the activities and possibilities
of current student organizations.
The value of these connections is
often overlooked, because the ben-
efits it could bring in the future are
unclear and hard to predict. Howev-
er, | strongly believe and continue
to work such that these networking
opportunities and inter-organiza-
tional connections can open up
new possibilities for collaboration.

¥ ASHOKA 7
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Yuka Ogura
HELFARFE3IE

Kobe Women's University

Mo THIKICHRZ
Creating a “Wa (circle)” of Community Bonds with the Spirit of
“Wa (Japanese style)”
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Fun and Preventative
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I’'m Sasuke Ozaki, and | have
been doing modern dance ever
since | participated in a local fes-
tival at age four. After the Great
East Japan Earthquake, the local
festivals have grown smaller and
smaller, and we have found less
and less chances to interact with
people in the community. | also
noticed that there are less people

8 ¥ ASHOKA

taking part in modern dance. |
want people to be able to casually
try out dancing. Moreover, | also
realized that doing an exercise
such as dancing together can be
a chance for community bonding.
As a result, | have started danc-
ing lessons at our local commu-
nity center where once or twice a
month, people of many different

generations and neighborhoods
come out to dance and interact
with each other. Our dance class
has had lots of fun participating
in the summer festival in Ofu-
nato, and we also recently held
a recital along with other danc-
ers at an annual celebration.

DOBHKICDOVWTEZDF Y ATEODNTELSER>TVWET,

—ATHS L DADER. K

| used to volunteer as a food prod-
ucts sales staff member, selling
goods from Tohoku and learn-
ing to cook emergency food for
disasters. Seeing sales drop as
the disaster became a thing of the
past, | was alarmed to realize that
the disaster is fading away from
people’s memories. If we forget,
we will not be able to prevent fu-
ture disasters. Furthermore, | fear
that that will lead to future loss
of lives we could otherwise have
saved. In contrast, | believe we can
reduce natural disaster’s victim
count to nearly zero, but it is too

late to take action after a disaster.
| don’t want anyone to regret tak-
ing action too late. | say this be-
cause when | was in high school,
| experienced losing someone
very dear to me—my father. One
cannot measure the sadness of
losing a loved one. To prevent
such tragedies, | want everyone
to be ready to protect the lives
around us that we can. | want to
tell everyone about what we’ve
learned from March 2011 disaster.
That is why | started my project, the
“What If Food Project.” At my work-
shops, | teach people about plastic

TWMZEETADEOICRZCEZBELEY,.

cooking, a way to cook without us-
ing fire. Since my major in college
is nutrition, | found it was best to
combine food and cooking with the
idea of disaster prevention. Also,
the experience of having fun while
cooking helps do away with images
that disaster prevention is too dif-
ficult to learn. | aim to create chanc-
es through food for more people to
start thinking about disaster preven-
tion. My wish is that when the next
natural disaster comes, people are
ready and the next time around,
the victim count will be zero.

¥ ASHOKA
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Makoto Sasaki
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Miyako High School
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Nami Harada
IEPEERE 26
Ritsumeikan University
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It's not about More or Less
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Kikkake"Shokudo (Cafeteria of Chances):” Connecting People
Through Food
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“The bond between citizens are
tight, everyone is at home in the
town of Miyako.”

This is a song sung at my home-
town, Miyako-shi of lwate prefecture.
Our town, at the easternmost point
of mainland Japan, suffered terribly
from the Great East Japan Earth-
quake. But what made me wonder
was, despite our town having experi-
enced multiple tsunamis in the past,
why were there so many deaths?
It wasn’t that we lacked education
about disaster prevention; | remem-
ber going to prevention classes ever

10 9 ASHOKA

since elementary school. However, |
also remember that the content was
too complex for me at the time—
it's the same for elementary school
kids today. Consequently, | decided
to take action by teaching kids about
disaster prevention through fun, illus-
trated picture books and story cards.
During my story-time programs,
kids never have to sit still quietly —
instead, they get to be physically ac-
tive and use their entire bodies and
loud voices. | am always surprised
by how much the kids actually know.
In Miyako City’s Taro ward, 183 died

or went missing from the Great East
Japan Earthquake. Compared to the
Meiji period, The number of victims
has decreased to about a tenth of
previous numbers. Some argue that
we should be happy just because
the numbers are getting smaller, but
| disagree. We should not think of
it as one isolated incident in which
183 lives were lost, but 183 separate
deaths through which we lost irre-
placeable human beings. People’s
dear families are included in this
number—we can never forget those
facts.

“Tohoku.”

What do you imagine when you
hear this word?

I live in Kyoto, quite far from To-
hoku, and | feel that this physi-
cal distance creates an emo-
tional distance as well. Although
| cannot do anything about the
physical distance, | believe it is
possible to break through this
emotional distance and bring
people closer together.

| remember that when | first
went to Tohoku, | was struck

by how delicious the food was
there. And as | ate, | got to talk
to the people living there and
grew to love Tohoku. This expe-
rience has led me to think that
perhaps the simple act of eat-
ing together could help connect
people in Kyoto and Tohoku and
create a chance to bring the two
closer together.

At “Kikakke Shokudd,” we will
introduce a different area of
Tohoku every month and let
people experience its unique

attractions via local dishes and
sake. It’ll be a place where
Kyoto customers can enjoy talk-
ing to new and different people
over good Tohoku cuisine. Held
once a month, Kikakke Shokudd
will turn a simple cafeteria into a
place where we can learn, talk,
and think about Tohoku together
in good company. Every month
on the 11th to new opportunities
at Kyoto’s Cafe “Maho ni Ka-
katta Roba” 18:00.

¥ ASHOKA 11
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Kansai University
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Shogakko - School of Laughter:A Place of Learning Beyond Generations
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Naomi lwazawa
BREAFE1F

Waseda University
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Introducing English language and different cultures to the children
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As a teenager, | traveled across
several third world countries. The
communities | met there were
very closely knit, and | realized
how strange my own community
back home was. | knew nothing
about the people | lived close to.
| imagined that as the economy
grew, warm and welcoming
communities in the third world
countries would also change into
distant and strange relationships
like ours. | came back home
feeling alarmed and wanting to
make a change. | began to take
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action against this problem using
something common amongst ev-
eryone- “schools and education.”
This is how Shogakkd started.
Shogakkd is a place of learning
that does away with generational
differences. In a village in Africa,
the death of an elder is called the
“loss of the village library.” Senior
citizens who have lived much
longer than us are full of valu-
able knowledge and experience.
When | think about it, here is no
way we cannot learn from our
elders. However, that is not the

only importance of Shogakko. We
also learn from young children.
There are many things children
can teach students and adults.
Shogakkd has become a place
where people of all generations
come together and interact in a
place full of fun and excitement,
and we will never forget the
smiles born from these interac-
tions. The show starts now at
Shogakko, a place of learning
beyond generations.

HDREE L TH DL SBHRERRS LT,

“Culmony” is a new type of Eng-
lish as a Foreign Language class
with two pillars: English conver-
sation and diversity learning. Cul-
mony is coined word combining
culture and harmony, which | use
in the hope of realizing a multi-
cultural society where any kind of
timbres can blend well together.
In my class, children play and
work with young teachers with di-
verse backgrounds to learn about
different cultures and languages.
In the future, as globalization

continues, there will be more and
more occasions to meet people
from different backgrounds and
cultures, and to that end, global-
ization requires a cross-cultural
understanding that goes be-
yond language comprehension.
| want to create a culture of
cross-cultural understanding in
Japan through providing chances
to meet with diverse peoples. |
believe by nurturing understand-
ing and tolerance of multicultural-
ism, children will acquire not only

language skills but also a greater
capacity and value for of mutual
understanding and social contri-
bution. | am planning on making
this a model education program
that can be replicated across
public schools to share this expe-
rience with as many children as
possible. | want to see a new so-
ciety where the notion of living to-
gether with all the diverse peoples
of the world becomes the norm.
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Two years ago during the winter
of 2013, | started Team Michi-
kusa, an organization of students
that work on activities together
with local community. | came up
with this idea after visiting the
town of Kanayama in Mogami
County, Yamagata Prefecture for
the first time for a college Satur-
day lecture. Full of warmhearted
people who treasure and have
preserved their culture and the
local environment, this town was
too good not to come back. Thus,
my friends and | decided to form
an organization to return and visit
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the children who had ran after our
bus that day, telling us to come
back.

In the beginning, we participated
in and helped with town festivals.
But as the relationship grew
deeper, we came to do more
activities based on students’
personalities and academic
interests. Along the way, | real-
ized that working locally with the
townspeople on project related to
our college studies always brings
so much new learning and excite-
ment. This led me to realize our
organization’s mission, to bring

out possibilities from students
and local communities. Local
communities often lack resources
to make their projects reality; on
the other hand, students often
want to try participating in new
projects but cannot find oppor-
tunities to do so. By connecting
local community with students,
both can bring out each other’s
best potential. From here on out,
| will continue our organization’s
work to deepen and widen these
connections and the possibilities
they may bring.

“Is Nagoya okay?” In the three
and a half years since 3.11, many
people from Oshima, Kesen-
numa in Miyagi Prefecture where
| do activities have asked me
about Nagoya, the city where
| was born and raised. Amidst
the weathering and reputational
damage that has plagued Tohoku
victims, these Oshima residents
instead worry about others,
namely a potential Nankai Mega-
thrust Earthquake, said to affect
Nagoya in the future. Because

people have been saying for de-
cades that a massive earthquake
in the Central Japan is imminent,
| almost thought it will never
come. But the people of Tohoku
| care so much for don’t want
anyone to face the regret they did
in the wake of disaster. This has
brought me to realize the impor-
tance of disaster prevention, lest
history and these regrets repeat
themselves.

Therefore, | founded “Chubu Sup-
port Network MYC” in April, 2014.

Now we have 400 students as
members and hold events for di-
saster prevention regularly. Addi-
tionally, we are prepared to send
volunteers when necessary in the
event of a natural disaster. Rec-
ognizing that everyone is some-
one’s important person or loved
one, we will continue to build an
environment where any students
in Central Japan can support the
Tohoku reconstruction effort and
engage in awareness-raising ac-
tivities for disaster prevention.
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It has been a year since | started
visiting the town of Hirota in Rikuzen-
Takada, lwate Prefecture. In my inter-
actions with children in Hirota, | often
hear statements such as “I'll become
a fisherman because my parents
are fishermen!” or “I don’t want to
go to Tokyo because it seems scary
there.” Yet, | feel these children and
this town have much wider possibili-
ties for their futures. There seem to
be three issues preventing these
children from envisioning their ideal
lives. First, they lack opportunities to
explore their future options. Second,
they lack opportunities to think about
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themselves and the future of their
hometown. Third, there are few op-
portunities for them to take the first
step and realize their dreams.

In order to tackle these issues and
encourage children to challenge
themselves to envision their ideal
lives, | organize three events for ju-
nior high school students in Rikuzen-
Takada that help youth to discover
future possibilities and think about
how they want to live their lives.
Once they become high school stu-
dents, they can run these events with
university students and take the first
steps toward their future dreams.

In August of 2014, three Hirota high
school students and six Tokyo col-
lege students hosted a barbeque
for twenty-two junior high school
students form Rikuzen-Takada who
came to learn about Tokyo culture. In
December, eight Hirota high school
students and five Tokyo college stu-
dents will organize a Christmas event
to showcase Hirota’s best qualities,
attractions, and future possibilities.

| would like to make this “Takapro”
part of Hirota’s culture itself, and
therein continue to explore the future
possibilities of children, Rikuzen-
Takada, and myself.

| was born and raised in Japan,
however, my parents came to
Japan from Vietnam as refugees.
| was raised in a totally different
environment from that of ordinary
Japanese people, and what |
learned at home was often very
different from what | learned at
school. | spent my days in fear.
Because of my parents’ language
and my name, | went through a
lot of difficulties. | have wondered
what | could do to prevent people
from experiencing the same ter-

rible feeling. Then, | went on
to school in Shikoku and got a
chance to organize an interna-
tional camp. In this camp, | met
many students with common in-
terests and aspirations. There are
many students, who have dreams
but have few opportunities to
make their dreams reality. To cre-
ate environments in Shikoku for
active students to be able to raise
their voice, we founded DICE, a
student organization based on
a simple philosophy: If you roll a

set of dice, you will at least get
one. Our dream is to see people
roll their dice to get a chance to
make progress in their commu-
nities and lives. My motto is to
enjoy every second of the day in
this organization and engage in
sustainable international coop-
eration. We are trying to create
a society where people can find
themselves and choose how they
live regardless of their race, eth-
nicity, or background.
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Whenever | say, “I'm going to
Sendai,” people almost always
reply, “Give it your best!” Hearing
this, | felt like | could not go there
just to have fun. This project be-
gan with this frustration. By hav-
ing met people working in Sendai,
my perceptions of Tohoku has
changed, and | have realized that
there are many different ways
to support Tohoku. | founded
my project Linky to help people
notice anyone can help Tohoku
just by doing what they like to do.
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People are concerned that volun-
teers have started leaving Tohoku
and citizens’ awareness and
interests in the Great East Japan
Earthquake have begun to fade
away with time. | think we should
have relationships with people in
Tohoku as fellow human being
without labeling us as support-
ers or victims. | believe that our
efforts to encourage more inter-
personal interaction can create
meaningful, long-term relation-
ships across Japan. To facilitate

this, | am going to host events
that connect Tohoku area and
Kansai area “Jyoshi-Kon” (girl’s
party). | am also trying to intro-
duce the value of new concepts
such as “cuteness” and “fun” into
Tohoku support methods. | hope
my project will promote aware-
ness of many different potential
ways to support Tohoku. | will
keep organizing these kinds of
fun charity events in Kansai to
promote these relationships.
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“I cannot convey my true feelings.
“People do not listen to my words.”
I think these are the kinds of dilem-
mas that almost all young people
go through. Some young people
might have given up on speak-
ing up because they think their
age makes no one listen to them.
| decided to take action to solve
this dilemma. All people should be
able to express their opinions and
to think about their future, regard-
less of age.

Our group Youth Rights Movement
is striving to establish a “Youth

Parliament” to create a space in
society where youth and adults
can exchange their ideas on an
equal footing. Youth Parliament
consists of members ages 15-
29. The diet holds elections, and
members meet to discuss regional
and domestic issues. We do not
put special emphasis on just the
voices of the young. We want a
variety of people, regardless of
age, gender, race, or ethnicity, to
join us. After all, we are all people
who live in Japan and who cre-
ate the future together. There are

many things that almost all of us
have questioned. We want to shed
light on these questions. We want
to fix these problems. We want to
create a society in which people
act as they want to without any
hesitation just because they are
young. | hope our organization
can facilitate these changes. Mak-
ing immediate change to society
might be overly ambitious, but
looking towards the next 20 years,
we want to make visible change in
society for the better. Thus, we are
thinking about our future today.
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Thinking about our Future at Nagoya Youth Conference
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Nagoya Youth Conference brings
young people together to set
Nagoya, Aichi alight with energy
and growth. We strive to initi-
ate discussions about Aichi and
Nagoya’s pressing social issues
and to find solutions. We are also
trying to create momentum for
new movements. We cannot gen-
eralize people, but we often hear
that students in Nagoya tend to
be introvert and passive. Leaving
Nagoya to go to school in Tokyo
helped me come to notice a lot
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of both Nagoya’s good qualities
and problems. | would like to bring
change to my hometown Nagoya
and highlight the unique, long his-
tory and culture of Nagoya that
separate it from Tokyo and Osaka.
| held the first Nagoya Youth
Conference on March 24, 2014 at
the Nagoya’s landmark Nagoya
TV Tower. The second confer-
ence about disaster prevention
was held on August, 17, 2014 at
the Nagoya City Archives, which
is designated as an Important

Cultural Property of Japan. Over
a hundred people came to each
event from all across Japan, and
even the governor of Aichi Pre-
fecture and the mayor of Nagoya
attended the events. Through
these events, | am trying to create
a place where we can deliver our
voice to politicians, the govern-
ment and the society, a place
where we are put in charge of our
society. We are creating a future
in which everyone holds a stake
and responsibility in society.
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Action is a Message

Since | became a Youth Venturer
and met Ashoka staff Hiro and
former staff Kenji, | learned to
think deeper and take actions.
There must be a lot of people
who think and say their thoughts
aloud. However, | think there are
barely anyone who can take ac-
tions. | believe a person’s value
depends on whether a person
can take an action or not. More-
over, a person wouldn’t under-
stand others without taking ac-
tions.

Before going to Cambodia, |
heard many children in Cambo-
dia couldn’t go to school. In fact,
there are children who can’t go to
school. However, many of them
tell me that the reason they don’t
go to school is bothering and
there is no meaning in studying.
On the other hand, there are chil-
dren who can’t go to school due
to financial difficulties. | believe
the low standard of education
is causing poverty. Therefore,
| started Japanese language
school to provide education to
children.

A person’s real value depends

on whether he or she can take
actions upon his or her feelings
or thoughts. | demonstrated
how valuable education could
be to children who believed go-
ing to school was waste of their
time and meaningless. Sochia,
15 years old boy goes to the
dumpsite everyday. His parents
haven’t come back since they’ve
left to Thailand three years ago.
He takes care of his two younger
brother and grandparents, and
also does daily chores such as
cooking and cleaning. | wanted
him to quit working at the dump-
site so badly so started teaching
him Japanese. He used to go
to school once or twice a week.
However, now he gets the high-
est score on the tests after |
praised him over and over. This
is only one example of happy
memories, but there are 100
times more sad and disappoint-
ing things.

When | was at the dumpsite, the
closest family reported the po-
lice and | got arrested because
they wanted the money. | could
no longer trust people and even

thought of going back to Japan.
| couldn’t make sense of why |
was going to the dumpsite, and |
am still not sure why | do. How-
ever, whenever | go to the village
where the dumpsite is, people
at the village call my name,
students at Japanese school
ask me questions eagerly, and
the teacher at Japanese school
comes to school everyday to
children. | think these are the
reasons | still stay in Cambodia.

| forgot why exactly | came to
Cambodia. Perhaps it feel as the
same reason as “reason to play
soccer for 12 years.” | think |
started playing soccer because
of my older brother. But the
reason | was able to still play is
| love playing soccer. | do not be-
lieve there needs to be a reason
why people start do new things.
You can only continue if you
truly love it and that’s more than
enough to do so. There is no rea-
son for love. Instead of looking
for a reason to be in Cambodia,
thinking about what | will do with
people around me is 10000 times
more exciting.
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YOUTH VENTURE BLOG
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On this blog you can find our venturers' activities and hear their voices in
real time.

http://ashoka-japan.org/youth/
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